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(Brahms News, continued)

The Board had the pleasure of awarding the third annual
Karl Geiringer Scholarship and of noting significant
progress in our campaign to establish a permanently en-
dowed fund to support this award (see following announce-
ments).

As it had the previous year, the Board again discussed the
relationship between rising costs and our increasing activi-
ties, and the rates of our dues, which have not changed since
the inception of our society. To maintain a fiscally sound
organization, the Board concluded that a modest increase
in dues is in order. Dues wil l remain at their current level
during 1993, but starting next year they will rise to $25
for individuals and institutions. A.nnual dues for students
will sti l l  be $15, and a new category for retired,/senior
members has been created at $20 per annum.

The Board wishes to encourage readers of the ABS News-
letter to help with spreading the word about our society, in
order to increase our membership. To remain a thriving
society we must continue to attract new members, We know
that there must be many more Brahmsians out there, espe-
cially among the ranks of performers and music lovers, and
we are always glad to send a sample Newsletter and informa-
tion about the American Brahms Socieqz to anyone who
might be interested.

Third Annual Geiringer
Scholarship Awarded

The American Brahms Socieqr is pleased to announce
that Daniel Beller-McKenna, of Harvard University, has
been named as tl.re recipient of the Society's third Karl
Geiringer Scholarsl-rip in Brahms Studies. This award, in the
amount of $1,000, wil l be used to support the completion of
Mr. Beller-McKenna's dissertation on Brahms's settings of
biblical texts between 1877 and1896. Focusing his attention
on the motet "Warum?" Op. 74 No. l, the three Fest- und
Gedenhspriiche, Op. 109, the motet "Ich aber bin elend,"
Op. 110 No. l, and the Vier ernste Gesringe, Op. 121, Mr.
Beller-McKenna will interpret these works within the con-
text of major historical events and cultural phenomena of
the later nineteenth century: the new German State, pan-
Germanism in Austria, and the rise of pessimistic philoso-
phy and conservative politics. Given the importar-rce of the
Lutheran Bible as a historical and cultural icon for German
Romantics, his study of e?ch setting will treat a particular
aspect of the Bible's role in Romanticism and post-Roman-
ticism: Individualisrn in Op. 74, Nationalism in Op. 109,
Historicism in Op. 110, and Pessimism in Op. 121.

Mr. Beller-McKenna holds a Bachelor's degree inJour-
nalism and a Master's degree in Music History, both from
Temple University, where he also studied classical guitar.
He expects to comple te his doctoral dissertation this spring.
His article "Brahms on Schopenhauer: 'fhe Vier entste
C'estinge, Op. I 2 I, and Late Nineteenth-Century Pessimism "
will appear in the American Brahms Society's nextvolume
of Brahms Studies.

The Geiringer Scholarship is awarded annually, as meri-
torious candidates present themselves. The competition is
open to students who are in the final stages of preparing a
doctoral dissertation on Brahrns at a university in North
America. Only those projects that demonstrate significant
original thought and research will be considered competi-
tive. The decision on awarding the scholarship will rest with
the Board of Directors of the ABS.

Completed applications will consist of 1) a cover letter,
including the applicant's address, phone number, and
institutional affiliation; 2) a concise description of the
project (no more than 500 words), in which the applicant's
me thods and conclusions are stated clearly; and 3) a brief
account (no more than 250 words) detail ing the aspect of
the project to be completed with assistance from the Geirin-
ger Scholarship, including travel plans, if appropriate.
These materials should be submitted, in triplicate, to
Prof'essor David Brodbeck, Chairman of the Geiringer
Scholarship Committee, Department of Music, University
of Pittsburgh, Pittsburgh, PA 15260, and must be post-
marked no later than I May. The application must be
supportecl by two confidential letters of recommendation,
including one from the dissertation advisor; these should be
sent directly to the Chairman of the Geiringer Scholarship
Committee and mustalsq be postmarked by I May. Finalists
in the competit ion wil l be notif ied by l5June and asked to
submit a sample chapter from their dissertation.

A Progress fuport on the
Geiringer S cholars hip Fund

Contributions to the Karl Geiringer Scholarship Fund so
far this year have totalled $1,340, irrcreasing our endow-
ment to $13,215. Most of these contributions were made by
ABS members, whose response to the appeal they received
with their membership renewal notices was most generous.
Although the Geiringer Fund is still far short of the amount
needed to award an annual scholarship of$1,000 (at current
rates, $20,000), the scholarship wil be offered once again
this year by drawing upon the Society's dues to make up the
difference. Needless to say, all additiortal contributions will
be greatl l '  appreciated.

Brahms on the Auction Block

In March the auction house ofJ. A. Stargardt in Berlin
offered for sale an autograph of the song MridchenJluch,
Op.69No.9 (StargardtKatalog6S5, 11 and l2 March 1993).
Signed and dated J. Brahms / 16 Apnl [18]77, this neatly
written manuscript with few corrections served as the
engraver's model for the first edition of the song, which was
published inJuly or August of 1877 by N. Simrock of Berlin.
The six-page manuscript, which bears the stamp of the
publisher on its first page, has long been part of the Koch
collection, first in Frankfurt and subsequently in Basel; itwas
described in Georg Kinsky's catalogue of the Koch holdings
(Stuttgart, 1953; item 312) and is registered in the McCorkle
Brahms Werkuerzeichnis. The Stargardt catalogue reproduces
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